
PRIVATE PIANO POLICIES & PROCEDURES
Students and parents are asked to read the Private Piano Policies set forth in this document. By receiving lessons, you agree to respect and abide by these policies as long as the student is taking lessons with the teacher. If a new version of the policies is issued in the future, the teacher will email you any changes and provide you with a printed copy upon request. 

Upon Teacher's Arrival: 
Students are expected to have all of their books, materials, and music ready at the piano/keyboard before the teacher arrives. The piano/keyboard should be in an area of the home with limited distractions during the lesson. Parents are welcome to talk with the teacher before or after the lesson, if time allows - or anytime via text, email, or phone call.  

Instrument: 
Private students are expected to practice daily on a well-maintained acoustic piano or full-sized (88 keys) digital piano. If your piano needs tuning or repairs, feel free to use anyone of your choosing, or ask the teacher for a referral. 

Practice and Assignments: 
Students will be expected to track their daily home practice time using an app called Practice Space (available on iOS and Android). Weekly assignments will be sent via Practice Space, and students are welcome to send questions or recordings for teacher feedback via the messaging feature within the Practice Space app. If the student does not have regular access to a device in order to use Practice Space, please discuss with the teacher so your student may continue using their written assignment notebook only. The teacher expects to have the Practice Space app up and ready to use by September 2, 2024. Students can use the app free of charge as the cost will be covered by the teacher.  
Written work may be assigned to help reinforce music skills currently being taught, or for continued practice for mastering general music concepts. To avoid using piano lesson time for written assignments, homework is expected to be completed before the next scheduled lesson.

Materials: 
The teacher will purchase all needed method books and will provide each student with a 3-ring binder with subject dividers. Students are encouraged to keep their books and materials organized and tidy. Individual sheet music requested by your child is not included and will need to be purchased by the parent(s), if approved by the teacher and parents. 
 
Performances: 
Students are encouraged to participate in the (2) annual piano recitals held in the winter and in the spring. To help students prepare for these events, please try to limit absences in the weeks prior to the performance. Performance readiness is structured around the recital dates with planned benchmarks and timelines. All costs associated with the recital venue are paid by the teacher and are offered at no cost to you. 

Student Absences: 
Every family will be given (6) absences per year to be used at their discretion for missed lessons at no charge. These are given in addition to the vacation/holidays taken by the teacher. 
The teacher will take the following time off annually:
Halloween Day, Thanksgiving Day and Black Friday, (1) Week of DCSD’s Winter Break, Memorial Day, and 4th of July. The teacher may take up to an additional (2) weeks off for vacation or as needed. 
The teacher will try to limit any additional absences, but cannot anticipate absences due to illness, medical necessity, family emergency, unsafe road conditions, etc. Families will never be charged for teacher absence. If you are experiencing a family emergency, please contact the teacher as soon as possible. 
Additionally, the teacher reserves the right to refuse a lesson to any child visibly sick or ill upon arrival. If this happens, the teacher will respectfully alert the parent and you will be given the option of using an absence, or video lesson upload on Practice Space. (*See “Makeup Lessons” for more information.)
Any lessons missed or canceled outside of teacher holidays, or not within the (6) allowed absences, will be charged at the full lesson rate. 
Absences cannot be carried over year to year. Absences will reset on the Monday closest to August 10th annually. Any unused absences from the previous academic year will be forfeit.

Makeup Lessons: 
Due to the teacher's limited availability, rescheduling lessons cannot be guaranteed. However, if an absence arises due to unforeseen situations such as an accident or illness, and if the student indicates a desire for a makeup lesson, the teacher will make every effort to reschedule the lesson. 
An alternative option is for the student to send recordings of each of their in-progress assignments that week via the Practice Space app. Parents/students who choose this option need to upload their videos on the app within (48) hours of their missed lesson. The teacher will give feedback and any new assignments within (24) hours after student upload. 
If you have more than one child taking lessons, and only one child is sick or absent, you may apply your  additional lesson time to your other child/children instead of using one of your cancelation tickets. 
Please allow at least 24 hours advance notice regarding any known upcoming absences.
 Tuition and Payment:
Payment is due the last lesson of each month. Accepted payment methods include cash, check, or Zelle. The teacher uses lindalovesmusic@yahoo.com for Zelle transactions. DO NOT use the teacher’s phone number.
The teacher reserves the right to raise fees. You'll be notified of any increases well in advance, and the increase will take effect at the beginning of the academic year. Rate increases are rare.

Summer Months: 
During the summer months (Memorial Day through August 10), private students are expected to continue taking weekly lessons. 
Not only does the teacher feel strongly about the value of continuing the student's musical education throughout the summer months, but the teacher's livelihood depends upon a regular income throughout the summer months. If a student does not continue lessons through the summer, the teacher will offer the available space to waitlisted families, and cannot guarantee a spot in the schedule in the Fall.
Parents may opt to use any or all of their (6) absences during the summer. Please note, any further absences incurred outside of the teacher's holidays, will be charged the full lesson rate. 

Discontinuing Lessons: 
Every student stops taking lesson at some point. Ideally, this decision is made thoughtfully with plenty of discussion between the teacher, parent, and student so that lessons can cease with a positive sense of closure. For this reason, the teacher asks for one month’s notice prior to discontinuing lessons. However, the teacher respects the student’s right to end lessons at any time.  
Note: The teacher may discontinue lessons at any time if there are unpaid lessons, an excess number of absences/unprepared lessons, or if the student shows a lack of interest or progression. 

Parent Participation: 
Parents are encouraged to be supportive and active participants in practice at home. Parents should also feel welcome to attend and quietly observe lessons at any time. 





Communication:  
Email: Updates and notices will be emailed periodically. Please keep your email address updated with the teacher. Teacher emails will come from linda@myprivatepiano.com. Please add this to your address book to avoid any emails going to spam or junk folders. 
Teacher Website: Visit MyPrivatePiano.com to find abbreviated policies, music theory help, and more.  
Practice Space: The Practice Space app allows students to regularly stay in touch with the teacher regarding their piano skills and learning, as well as having the ability to log home practice or use the platform as a substitute for in-person lessons.
The best way to contact the teacher is via text message, but emails or phone calls are also welcome. The teacher always welcomes correspondence from parents and students during the week if there are questions regarding assignments or other matters. 

These policies and procedures were formed in an attempt to keep private piano lessons feasible and equitable for everyone. If you have any questions, please reach out to the teacher for clarification.     Thank you for recognizing the value of music as a part of your child’s academic success! 

Phone: (303) 507-4300
Email: Linda@MyPrivatePiano.com
Website: www.MyPrivatePiano.com















IMPORTANT PIANO DATES 2025-2026 ACADEMIC YEAR

Sunday, August 10th – Start of Piano Lesson Academic Year
Friday, October 31st  – Halloween / No Piano Lessons
Thursday, November 27th and Friday, November 28th – Thanksgiving / No Piano Lessons
Saturday, December 20th – Winter Piano Recital (1:00-3:00pm)
December 21st through December 27th – Winter Break / No Piano Lessons
Saturday, May 16th – Spring Piano Recital (11:00am)
Monday, May 25th – Memorial Day / No Piano Lessons
(2) Floating Weeks – To Be Determined 

Morning and mid-day lessons are available when school is not in session. Feel free to contact me if you would like a different day or time to better accommodate your schedule during school breaks or school days off!
